
Geared Up for a New Year

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR | 2021-2022

AUGUST  
Membership &  
New Club Development
 25 DG Club Visit Attica-Williamsport
 26 DG Club Visit Shelbyville
 31 DG Club Visit Indianapolis

SEPTEMBER  
Basic Education & Literacy
 1 DG Club Visit Indy Metro
 2 DG Club Visit Brownsburg
 7 DG Club Visit UnionCity
 9 DG Club Visit Zionsville
 9 DG Club Visit Grant Cty
 13 DG Club Visit Purdue Rotaract
 14 DG Club Visit Westfield
 15 DG Club Visit Portland
 16 DG Club Visit Noblesville
 20 DG Club Visit Connersville
 21 DG Club Visit Kokomo
 27 DG Club Visit Indy Progressive
 28 Pathways to our Future 

Zones 30/31 Conference 
Chattanooga, TN
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SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES

Meet the new Rotary International  
President Shekhar Mehta

“Service is the rent I pay  
for the space that I occupy  

on this earth. 

And I want to be  
a good tenant of this earth."

—Shekhar Mehta's  
mantra for his life

www.rotary.org


Inspiring the next generation of leaders — that’s what people of action do.  
Learn more at rotary.org/action.
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I would like to start by introducing 
myself. My name is Ray Kramp and 
I am your District Governor for 
2021-2022. I have been a Rotarian 

since 2009, and I am a member of 
the Rotary Club of Carmel.  

The Rotary Theme this year is “Serve to Change Lives.” In 1935 
Paul Harris said, “This is a changing world; we must be prepared 
to change with it. The story of Rotary will have to be written 
again and again.”  This is more relevant today than ever before!

The last 18 months have flipped all our lives upside down. We 
have been living like caterpillars in our cocoons, deprived of 
social interaction and real close and tight relationships. I want to 
see our Rotary family be strong again. As we emerge from those 
cocoons as beautiful butterflies, I want us to spread our wings 
and re-engage with each other, refresh our relationships, and re-
energize ourselves to be People of Action for Rotary. Reach out 
and encourage members you have not seen in a while to come 
back to meetings, do lunch or have coffee, re-engage each 

other in the work that we do for our communities. We need all 
of our Rotary friends back, we have so much work to do!

Our incoming Rotary International President, Shekhar Mehta 
has encouraged us all to THINK BIG AND DO BIG as we make 
strides to start our important year. He has challenged us all 
to be change maker Governors. Shekhar’s mantra for his life 
is “Service is the rent I pay for the space that I occupy on this 
earth. And I want to be a good tenant of this earth.” 

Finally, I want to let you know how honored I am to serve as 
your District Governor. I would like to thank all Past District 
Governors for your support and resources during the past 
couple of years, and I look forward to working with all of you in 
the coming months.

In the words of Paul Harris: “The foundation upon 
which Rotary is built is friendship; on no less firm 
foundation could it have stood.”

Ray Kramp, D6560 Governor

Wheels Up!!

District Leaders
Running and managing a Rotary district takes a tremendous 
amount of work from many people! Learn who is part of the 

2021-2022 leadership team of District 6560 on page 8! 
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Installation Ceremony & Recognitions

Joint Installation
On the  evening of June 26 
over 100 Rotarians from 
District 6560 and the Rotary 
Club of Carmel gathered for 
the joint installation of Ray 
Kramp as District Governor 
and Cindy Davis as Carmel 
Rotary Club President. For 
many Rotarians, it was the 
first time to be together in 
over 15 months and the 
mood was celebratory. Thank you Carmel Rotary for joint-
ly hosting Ray's  installation in conjunction with Cindy’s. 

It was Ray's honor to install Cindy as club president and 
Demekya McAllen as District Governor-Elect. He has 
known both women for years. They have been great 
leaders in Rotary and will do an outstanding job in their 
new roles. Ray is exited that Mekey will be succeeding 
him and is looking forward to working with her this year.

A thank you also to Sue Miller, widow of Herb Miller, a founding member of the Carmel Rotary Club. 
Sue was gracious to host this event as she and Herb have hosted many club functions over the past 49 years. The event was at 
the Miller residence, where The Rotary Club of Carmel was originally presented with their club charter by PDG Bob Shoemaker. 

Rotary Leaders Recognized  
As a result of the pandemic, the installation ceremony for DG Ray and President 
Cindy was the first time many have been able to meet in person as a district. There 
were recognition awards that iPDG Joe Collings and PDG Charles Shumate were 
unable to present in person during their time as District Governor.

iPDG Joe Collings presented PDG Salim Najjar and PDG Steve Leonard with the 
Rotary Distinguished Service award thanking them for their years of service as 

District Foundation Chair and District Grants Subcommittee Chair. 

District 6560 would also like to recognize a few people who were not able to 

continued on next page

DG Ray with Demekya McAllen, iPDG Joe Collings 
and DG Ray with plaque presentation, and DG 
Ray installs Carmel President Cindy Davis. Photos 
on pages 3-4 were taken by District Photographer 
Rich Phelan and Ryan Henry.

PDG Charles Shumate 
presented awards to PDG Tim 
Lee, Jeff Lake and  
Tracey Danner-Oldenwelder
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More Installation Ceremony & Recognitions

be  present at the Installation event.  The follow-
ing terms ended June 30. Huge thank yous go to 
Kim Branum, District Treasurer (she has been suc-
ceeded by Jack Kreman)and to Dan Leaird, District 
Youth Exchange Chair. Many thanks for the service 
and leadership from these amazing Rotarians.

PDG Bob Shoemaker Honored  
The year 1972 was a special year for District 6560, the 
Rotary Club of Carmel and PDG Bob Shoemaker. Bob 
was District Governor that year and in February 1972 
the Rotary Club of Carmel received their charter and 
Central States Rotary Youth Exchange was founded. 
Bob was instrumental 
in establishing Central 

States and served as its chairman for 12 years. 

DG Ray Kramp, Carmel President Cindy Davis and iPDG Joe 
Collings presented Bob with a gift recognizing and thanking him 
for his leadership and service. At 99 years young, Bob is still amaz-
ing! We appreciate him making the trip to the installation event. 
Thank you for your years of dedication and leadership to Rotary 
Youth Exchange.

continued from previous page

iPDG Joe Collings recognizes two outstanding 
Rotarians for their many years of service to our 

District. On left, PDG Salim Najjar – District Foundation Chair and right, PDG Steve Leonard – District Grants Sub-Committee Chair

iPDG Joe Collings 
(above) and DG Ray 
Kramp (left) honor 
PDG Bob Shoemaker 
for his many years 
of service and 
commitment to Rotary 
and District 6560.

RI President Shekhar Mehta is urging 
members to become more involved in 
service projects, saying that caring for 
and serving others is the best way to 

live because it changes not only other 
people’s lives, but also our own.

2021-22 Rotary International  
Presidential Theme Logo
Welcome to the Public Image Corner!

A new Rotary year means a new Presidential Theme!  
This year's theme is Serve to Change Lives! 

Rotary International goes to great lengths to unify their brand across the 
globe, so let's use the 2021-2022 theme selected by our Rotary leaders. 
Instead of pulling images off Google, or other search engines, Rotary has all 
of their approved logo's housed on MyRotary.org. 

CLICK HERE for a PDF document with step-by-step instructions on where 
to locate all approved theme logos. This step-by-step instruction will be 
provided for numerous events and announcements throughout the year. 
Rotarians can also access the theme logos by highlighting the Support tab in 
DACdb. And then clicking on RI theme from the left hand column.

https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6710/Downloads/0/Public%20Image%20and%20Public%20Relations/Where%20How%20new_year_new_theme.pdf
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Meet Shekhar Mehta
Rotary International’s New President
Shekhar Mehta, a member of the Rotary Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, has been a Rotarian since 
1985. He trained as an accountant and founded a real estate development company, Skyline 
Group, which he also chairs. But his professional title 
tells only a small part of the story of who he is. Shekhar 
is also a director of the India arm of Operation Eyesight 
Universal, a Canada-based nonprofit focused on pre-
venting blindness. 

Shekhar helped establish more than 15 eye hospitals, 
in several Indian states, that together carry out near-
ly 50,000 surgeries each year. And he started Saving 
Little Hearts, a project that has facilitated more than 

2,500 heart surgeries for children from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and some 
African countries and that is now an India-wide program. He also has been actively 
involved in disaster relief work. Among other undertakings, he helped build 500 
homes in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands after the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.

At the International Assembly this year, Shekhar talked how 
he and some fellow Rotarians decided to start a local version 
of ShelterBox, a Rotarian-founded organization based in the 
UK. “We named it Shelter Kit and put 52 items of daily need in 
a large trunk,” he told the incoming district governors. “Over 
the last 15 years, in every major disaster in India, Indian Rotar-
ians have volunteered to bring Shelter Kits to areas struck by 
disasters.” The program already has served about 75,000 peo-
ple. Shekhar also served on the ShelterBox board of trustees. 

Shekhar is also the architect of the TEACH program, which 
aims to do nothing less than end illiteracy in India. Shekhar 
who is skilled in the business arts, prefers to engage his 
other fluencies. After so much studying and reading during 
his career, he now favors learning by talking to people. He 
follows his belief that we would do well to think from our 
hearts as much as our minds. Shekhar, only the 4th Indian to 
be nominated for RI President in over 115 years, chose as the 
2021-22 presidential theme, Serve to Change Lives. For the 
2021-22 Rotary year, he wants members to focus their efforts 
on empowering girls and ensuring their access to education, 

resources, services, and opportunities so that future genera-
tions of women leaders will have the tools they need to suc-
ceed. He asked members to use Rotary’s belief that diversity, 
equity, and inclusion is critical in all we do as a compass to 
guide this work.

To be able to do more through service, Rotary needs to 
increase membership, Shekhar said. Membership has hov-
ered around 1.2 million for the past two decades. He chal-
lenged the incoming governors to 
be catalysts in their districts to help 
increase membership to 1.3 mil-
lion by 1 July 2022. Shekhar’s Each 
One, Bring One initiative asks every 
member to bring one person to join 
Rotary within the next year. 

Shekhar is married to Rashi Mehta. 
She is a social worker and a stage artist having performed in 
socially relevant plays across India. They have a son Chiraag 
married to Geeta, a daughter Geeta, and a grandson Veer.

Shekhar Mehta, of the Rotary 
Club of Calcutta-Mahanagar, 
West Bengal, India.

"Rotary kindled 
the spark within 

me to look beyond 
myself and embrace 

humanity."
Shekhar Mehta

Rotary International President

Shekhar says, "Each One Bring One."
1.2 million members 30 years ago, 20 years ago, 10 years ago and now.  
Shekhar's goal: to be at 1.3 million members by July 2022. 

That is our challenge.

DG Ray challenges our clubs in District 6560 to ask their members to each bring one per-
son to visit Rotary.  Just think what would happen once they experience the fellowship, 
friendship and service opportunities available through being a Rotarian. 
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The beauty of Rotary is that 
service means different things 
to different people around the 
world. One element, however, 
that we can incorporate into 
all of our service initiatives 
is Empowering Girls. 

Unfortunately, even in this 
day and age, girls and young 
women face disproportionate 
challenges all over the world. 
We have the power to lead the 
charge for gender equality – 
empowering girls and young 
women to have greater 
access to education, better 
healthcare, more employment, 
and equality in all walks of life 
should be embedded in every 
Rotary project we launch. Girls 
are future leaders, so we must 
ensure that we help them 
shape their future.

We are asking clubs to engage 
in ways to mentor girls 
and provide opportunities, 
education and support.

District 6560  is collaborating 
with the other Districts in Zones 
30/31 on an Empowering Girls 
program focused on educating 
girls on how to recognize sex 
and human trafficking. We will 
be announcing this initiative 
in the next couple of months. 
Please let DG Ray know if you 
would like to help roll out this 
program. 

Our commitment to  
diversity, equity and inclusion
Rotary has a strong commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI). As it 
is reflected on Rotary’s website, our clubs should: “value and celebrate the 
contributions of people of all backgrounds, across age, ethnicity, race, color, 
disability, learning style, religion, faith, socioeconomic status, culture, marital 
status, languages spoken, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity as well as 
differences in ideas, thoughts, values, and beliefs”. 

Research shows diversity makes teams more innovative, brings fresh creative ideas 
and provides different points of view. Successful organizations and companies 
such as Apple and JP Morgan have embraced diversity and this has given them a 
competitive advantage. According to Forbes, ethnically diverse companies have a 
33% better performance than 
non-diverse competitors. Also, 
among the list of best places to 
work, diverse teams have a 24% 
higher revenue growth.  

Some of these diversity concepts 
could also apply to our clubs. A 
more diverse membership could 
help us understand different perspectives and also improve the way we serve our 
ever-changing communities. District 6560 is one of the first Districts in the U.S. to 
establish a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Task Force in collaboration with Rotary 
International’s DEI Taskforce which helps provide ideas and procedures to help 
clubs create member diversity and inclusion initiatives. PDG Dale Basham and DGE 
Demekya McAllen will be leading this task force and will be reaching out to the clubs 
in the upcoming weeks. We hope our clubs can have a more diverse membership 
and leadership year after year.

A very good year for the Annual Fund
Foundation giving in Central Indiana has always been a strength of our District. I am 
pleasantly surprised to see our total giving numbers for the 2020-2021 Rotary year, 
given that many clubs were not meeting, or meeting sporadically.

Total giving for District 6560 per capita giving was $101.33. I would like to thank you 
all for your generosity and support of the Rotary Foundation. I am proud to be your 
District Governor and look forward to seeing our progress this year.

Diversity is a fact,  
inclusion is an act. 
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Promoting Peace is one of Rotary’s Avenues of Service. Shekhar Mehta has challenged 
all districts to  promote peace with our Rotary clubs.  Our District is in the process of 
developing a Peace Symposium for Spring 2022. DG Ray is challenging all District 
6560 clubs to become Peace Builder clubs by the end of this Rotary year. Peace Builder 
clubs commit to engage in dialogues and projects that promote peace both in their 
communities and across the globe.

“It is true that the way to war is a well paved highway, and that the way to peace is still a wilderness.” 
Paul Harris, Rotary Founder, 1945

"Serve to Change Lives" 
Serve to change lives is exactly what your District 6560 
Youth Service Team plans to do, but we need YOUR help! 
It's never too soon to start planning on how to support our 
youth! Here's what District 6560 has planned so far.

RYLA! WE'RE BACK IN PERSON! 
Mark it on your calendar for next spring. Dates will be an-
nounced. Your club's Youth Service Chair will have more time 
than ever before to build relationships with those in the local 
school system to hand-select students to participate. We're 
asking every club to sponsor & send at least TWO students - 
and I know we can do it! For more information, contact Jim 
Thompson; jthompson@gibralterdesign.com

ROTARACT 
As we grow our Interact population, we desperately need 
a place for them to go and nurture their servant hearts as 
young professionals. The district goal is to start at a new 
community based Rotaract club in each county within 
District 6560. As we gather young professionals, we have the 
chance to nurture them and mold them into future Rotari-
ans. For more information, contact  Ben Polk, Rotaract Chair 
or Jeff Lake, Emerging Clubs Chair. 

ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
As the RYE program has been suspended for the past two 
years, we are making preparations to begin accepting and 
sending exchange students next August 2022. We will begin 
recruiting outbound students this fall and reaching out to 
host clubs for inbound students. We welcome anyone that 
wants to help restart RYE. In the interim, before a new RYE 
chair is named, please direct inquiries to Joann McKinney or 
DG Ray Kramp.
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EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Ray Kramp –  
District Governor

Demekya McAllen –  
District Governor Elect

Jennifer Stanfield – District 
Governor Nominee

Katie Smardo – Vice Governor
Terry Harvey –  

District Administrator 

FINANCE/OPERATIONS

Jack Kreman –  
District Treasurer

Cindy Davis –  
District Grants Treasurer

PDG Charles Shumate 
– District Finance 
Committee Chair

TRF/GRANTS 
MANAGEMENT

Tim Lee –  
Rotary Foundation Chair

PDG Bryce Adam – District 
Grants Subcommittee Chair

Nick Reich – Global Grant/
International Service Chair 

PDG Bing Pratt –  
Paul Harris Chair

PDG Jim Graham – 
PolioPlus Subcommittee 
Chair 

Jennifer Stanfield –  
Annual Fund Chair

Suzann Shackleton – 
Global Grant Scholarship 
Chair

PDG Dale Basham & 
Demekya McAllen –   

Diversity,  Equity and 
Inclusion Task Force

DISTRICT FOUNDATION

iPDG Joe Collings – District  
Foundation President

Gerard Benner – District 
Foundation Treasurer

Mark Harville – District 
Foundation Secretary

MEMBERSHIP

Brue Watson –  
Membership Chair

Jeff Lake –  
Emerging Clubs Chair

PR/COMMUNICATIONS

Amy Stark –  
Public Image Chair

Susanna Combs –Newsletter

Rich Phelan –  
District Photographer

YOUTH

Joann McKinney – RYE 
Outbound Coordinator

Renee Goff –  
RYE Inbound Coordinator

DG Ray Kramp & 
Joann McKinney –  

Interim chairs, Rotary 
Youth Exchange 

Ben Polk – Rotaract  Chair
Pam Lyons – Speech Contest
Jim Thompson – RYLA Chair
DG Ray Kramp &
Tracey Danner-Oldenwelder – 

Peace Committee  
Co-Chairs

TRAINING/LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT

Sarah McCord –  
District Trainer

PDG Dale Baham – District 
Nominating Committee 
Chair

iPDG Joe Collings –  
Council of Past District 
Governors Chair

ASSISTANT GOVERNORS

Mark Harville – Anderson, 
Anderson Morning, 
Noblesville, Noblesville 
Midday

David Strand – Frankfort, 
Greater Lafayette Satellite, 
Lafayette, Lafayette 
Daybreak, Lebanon

Jeff Lake – Indy East, Indpls 
NE, Indpls NE Satellite, 
Southport International

Katie Smardo – Kokomo, 
Kokomo Early Risers, Tipton

Kurt Wanninger – Carmel, 
Fishers, Westfield, Zionsville

Jan Roestamadji – Portland, 
Richmond, Union City,  
Winchester

Max Ward – Greenfield, 
Rushville, Shelbyville

Joann McKinney – Grant 
County, Hartford City, 
Muncie, Muncie Sunrise

Nick Reich – Indianapolis, 
Indianapolis Metro, 
Indianapolis Progressive

If a club is not listed, an AG 
has not been assigned. For 
clubs who do not have an 
AG assigned, please refer 
questions to AG Coordinator 
Jennifer Stanfield.

2021-2022 District 6560 Leaders
Running and managing a Rotary district takes a tremendous amount of work from many people!  

These dedicated Rotarians are the new leadership team of District 6560! 

Thank you for saying  “Yes”!

OPEN DISTRICT POSITIONS
Rotary Youth Exchange Chair  |  Rotary Youth Exchange Administrator  |  Rotary Youth Protection Officer

Interact Chair  |  Crisis Management Chair  |  Sergeant-At-Arms  |  Rotary Youth Service Chair

In Rotary year 2021-2022, Rotary International has required that districts throughout the world establish a committee to adopt and maintain a  
crisis management plan to understand and manage organizational risk and support emergencies which may arise.

AUGUST is Membership & New Club Development month!


